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SUMMARY OF THE

TRANSITION COMMITTEE MEETING

MARCH 15, 2001

The Transition Committee of the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference
(NELAC) met on Thursday, March 15, 2001 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) by
teleconference.  The meeting was led by its chair, Ms. Silky Labie of the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection.  A list of action items is given in Attachment A.  A list of participants
is given in Attachment B.  The purpose of the meeting was to plan the meeting agenda for the
upcoming Seventh NELAC Annual Meeting (NELAC 7), discuss the progress of the action items
from previous meetings, and discuss any new business.  

INTRODUCTION

Ms. Labie welcomed the attendees and verified the names of those in attendance.  The first order
of business was the approval of Transition Committee minutes from the committees’ last
teleconference on February 15, 2001.  Ms. Labie highlighted the completion of  action items #1
and #3 from those minutes and the ongoing status of the committees’ work on a NELAC
secondary accreditation application package.  The minutes from the February 15, 2001
teleconference were accepted with no edits from the committee members present.  

NELAC SECONDARY ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS

Ms. Labie and Dr. Ken Jackson began a discussion on the NELAC secondary accreditation
application and required content of such.  Dr. Jackson suggested that the secondary application
should require submission of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), Data Quality Assurance
Plans, staff qualifications and other such information.  Since the primary accrediting authority
would be required to have this type of information when they are audited themselves, Dr.
Jackson justified the need to have those documents as part of either a secondary or primary
NELAC accreditation.  
 
NELAC 7 AGENDA

The committee listed the agenda items for the upcoming annual meeting to be held May 21 - 25,
2001 in Salt Lake City, UT, based on the work the committee had done since the Sixth NELAC
Interim Meeting.  The committee will present the questionnaires created for gathering feedback
from laboratories and NELAC accrediting authorities on the NELAC accreditation and on-site
assessment process.  The proposal for a process to resolve accreditation issues through a
clearinghouse will be presented at the Transition Committee session as well.  The committee will
also open a discussion to the floor on the requirements of  NELAC secondary accreditation and
the submission of documentation.  

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Labie called for any new business the committee needed to address.  Dr. Wilson Hershey
initiated a discussion concerning reciprocity between federal agencies or entities, such as military
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branches, the Department of Energy and the Department of Transportation, etc. and special issues
that concern those types of agencies as NELAC Accrediting Authorities.  Ms. Deborah Loring
spoke to that issue as well as the reciprocity issues between NELAC certification and certain
state accreditations for specific analytes, such as bulk asbestos, that are covered by the state
certification program, but not by NELAC.  The NELAC “master list” of Fields of Testing and
analyte groups is not yet complete and is not satisfying the needs of all laboratories seeking
NELAC accreditation.  Total reciprocity will mean “one-stop shopping” for Fields of Testing and
analytes from every NELAC participating or recognizing state.

Dr. Ken Jackson offered that there are NELAC Primary Accrediting Authorities  now offering
the most complete lists of analytes and PT samples for those, such as New York and Florida, and
that participation in those accreditation programs would “fill the gaps” for now.   The committee
agreed that this issue needs to be addressed and that total reciprocity will not be achieved until
the list of Fields of Testing and analyte groups are the same throughout the NELAC Accrediting
Authorities and those states which choose to recognize NELAC accreditation.

The committee also discussed briefly the issuance of accreditation certificates from certain state
Primary Accrediting Authorities when the date on the certificate expires before the length of the
original two year certification.  Dr. Jackson and Ms. Labie agreed that the fiscal year end of that
particular state marked the expiration of those certificates and that new certificates would be sent
to those laboratories to replace those which had expired.    

FUTURE TELECONFERENCES AND ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Labie called for any further discussion on current topics or new business.  The committee
agreed that they would not need to meet by teleconference again before the upcoming annual
meeting unless otherwise notified.  With no further comments offered, Ms. Labie adjourned the
meeting.       
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Attachment A

ACTION ITEMS

TRANSITION COMMITTEE MEETING

MARCH 15, 2001

Item No. Action Date to be
Completed

1. Address the lack of secondary application package
requirements in the NELAC Standards

Ongoing



Transition Committee Page 4 of 4 March 15, 2001

Attachment B

PARTICIPANTS

TRANSITION COMMITTEE MEETING

MARCH 15, 2001

Name Affiliation Address

Labie, Silky Chair FL Dept. of Environmental
Protection

T: (850)488-2796
F: (850)922-4614
E: silky.labie@dep.state.fl.us

Allen, Ann Marie MA Dept. of Env. Prot. T: (978)682-5237
F: (978)688-0352
E: ann.marie.allen@state.ma.us

Batterton, Carol TX Natural Resource Conserv.
Comm. (TNRCC)

T:  (512)239-6306
F:  (512)239-2249
E:  cbattert@tnrcc.state.tx.us

Davies, Marcia US Army Corps of Engineers T:  (402)697-3869
F:  (402)697-2595
E: marcia.c.davies@usace.army.mil

Finazzo, Barbara
(Absent)

USEPA/Region 2 T:  (732)321-6754
F:  (732)321-4381
E: finazzo.barbara@epa.gov

Hershey, J. Wilson Lancaster Laboratories, Inc. T: (717)656-2300
F: (717)656-0450
E: jwhershey@lancasterlabs.com

Jackson, Kenneth New York State Dept. of Health T:  (518)485-5570
F:  (518)485-5568
E:  jackson@wadsworth.org

Loring, Deborah Severn Trent Laboratories T: (802)655-1203
F: (802)655-1248
E: dloring@stl-inc.com

Parr, Jerry
(Absent)

Catalyst Info. Resources, L.L.C. T: (303)670-7823
F: (303)670-2964
E: catalyst@eazy.net

Rosecrance, Ann
(Absent)

Core Laboratories T: (713)328-2209
F: (713)328-2157
E: arosecrance@corelab.com

Taunton, Ilona TestAmerica Incorporated T: (828)258-3746
F: (828)258-3973
E: itaunton@testamericainc.com

Wibby, Chuck Environmental Resources
Association

T: (303)431-8454
F: (303)421-0159
E: cwibby@eraqc.com

Ennis, J. Todd
(Contractor Support)

Research Triangle Institute T: (919)541-7226
F: (919)541-7386
E: jte@rti.org


